












Waterbody: Starkweather Creek (WBICs: 805100 & 805200} 

County: Dane 

Water chemistry sampling rounds reported: 1 of 3 

Fish tissue results reported: None 

Why Starkweather Creek was selected for monitoring: PFAS were found in drinking water wells in the City of Madison in 

proximity to Starkweather Creek. Additionally, Truax Field Air National Guard Base historically held fire suppression 

training activities with AFFF, a now-known source of PFAS contamination. The headwaters of the West Branch of 

Starkweather Creek originate on or near Truax Field and the Dane County Regional Airport. Other historical sources of 

contamination are likely located in the Starkweather Creek watershed. 

Monitoring Locations: Four locations were selected for monitoring in Starkweather Creek. Three locations were selected 

on the West Branch and Mainstem of Starkweather Creek to cover the longitudinal span of the Creek. A fourth 

monitoring location was selected on the East Brach of Starkweather Creek to determine background conditions of PFAS 

in the watershed. Additionally, fish tissue samples were collected in the mainstem of Starkweather Creek near the 

mouth of Lake Monona. Water chemistry results will be paired with fish tissue analysis for PFAS to aid in the potential 

development of a water quality standard. 

1) West Branch Starkweather at Anderson St

2} West Branch Starkweather Creek at Fair Oaks Ave

3} Starkweather Creek at Atwood Ave

4} East Branch Starkweather Creek at Milwaukee St
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Appendix: Sample Sign Language 

The Wisconsin Department of Health Services recommends that to best protect you, your family, and 

your pets from potential PFAS exposure: 

• Avoid drinking or accidentally swallowing the water.

• Wash your hands after wading or playing in the water.

• Rinse pets after contact with water to avoid swallowing PFAS that may be on their fur.

Touching the water is not a health concern. 

For more health information, visit: 
• Wis. OHS website: www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/chemical/pfas.htm

• Wis. DNR Fish Advisories: www.dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/consumption
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