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ORD. AMEND. NO. ______, 2013-2014 1 
 2 
AMENDING CHAPTER 31 OF THE DANE COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, 3 

REQUIRING WRITTEN NOTICE OF DENIAL OR NON-RENEWAL OF A 4 
TENNANCY 5 

 6 
The County Board of Supervisors of the County of Dane does ordain as follows: 7 
 8 
ARTICLE 1.  Unless otherwise expressly stated herein, all references to section 9 
and chapter numbers are to those of the Dane County Code of Ordinances. 10 
 11 
ARTICLE 2.  Section 31.24 is amended to read as follows: 12 
31.24  WRITTEN REASONS FOR DENIAL OF OR NON-RENEWAL OF 13 
TENANCY. 14 
(1)  All applications for residential tenancy shall contain the following question in 15 
writing in a prominent place on the application: “Do you wish to receive a written 16 
explanation of the denial of tenancy?  Yes____   No _______.”  17 
(2)(a)  Unless the applicant has indicated on the application that s/he does not 18 
want to receive a written explanation of a denial of tenancy, the lessor or any 19 
person authorized to enter into rental agreements on behalf of the lessor, shall 20 
provide any applicant who is denied tenancy with a written statement of reasons 21 
for the denial of tenancy as required by sub (4).  22 
(b) If the applicant has indicated s/he does not want to receive a written 23 
explanation , the applicant may  request a written explanation of a denial within 24 
30 days and the lessor shall provide the statement  as required by sub. (4).  25 
(3)  A  lessor that decides not to renew a tenant’s lease at the expiration of the 26 
lease term or terminates a periodic tenancy or tenancy at will, shall provide the 27 
affected tenant with a notice of non-renewal as required by sub. (4).  The notice 28 
shall be served at least 60 days prior to the expiration of the lease term unless 29 
the term is shorter than 60 days, which shall require a notice compliant with WIS 30 
STAT §704.19.   31 
(4)(a)  In denying  an initial application for tenancy or non-renewal of a lease at 32 
the expiration of a lease term or a tenancy period or terminating a tenancy at will, 33 
the lessor shall furnish the applicant or tenant a written statement of the reasons 34 
tenancy was denied or terminated. 35 
(b)  The statement shall include the reason(s) for the action, a description of the 36 
information supporting the decision, and identification of all sources of the relied-37 
upon  information. The lessor shall also furnish the applicant with a copy of the 38 
lessor’s tenant selection process.  39 
(bc)  The written notification required by sub (a) shall be personally delivered or 40 
mailed to the applicant within 3 days of the denial of tenancy. 41 
(cd)  An application is deemed denied for the purpose of this section if no 42 
determination is made by the lessor within 21 days of the date the completed 43 
application is received by the lessor.  44 
 45 
 46 
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 47 
 48 
  49 
  50 
 51 
 52 
 53 
 54 
 [EXPLANATION: This amendment requires a Lessor to provide written notice of 55 
denial or non-renewal of residential tenancy.] 56 
 57 
 Submitted By: 58 
  59 
 ______________________________ 60 
 61 
 ______________________________ 62 
 63 
 ______________________________ 64 
 65 
 66 


